





)OV DO * EVALUATE  
WEBSITES?  





Ask 6 key questions   

What? 

When? 

Where? 

Who? 

Why? 

How? 






 












What?   

What is the subject of the website?   

Is it aimed at a specific audience?  

Does it offer reasonably complete coverage of 
the topic, or are there obvious omissions?   

To answer these questions, it's important to 

compare content found on websites with other 

types of sources, like articles and books. 






When?   

When was the website published or last updated?   
You may need to look at the bottom of the webpage to find this information.   

Are there dead links?   










Where?   

Where was the website published?  

Check the domain to see whether it's from 
a .gov, .edu, .org, or .com address.   













 

 









Where?
 

Its web address may also indicate that it was published in 
another country. 


Would information from another country be appropriate for 
your research?  



 













 


 

Who?
 

Who wrote the website?
 

Is the author named? Does he or 
she have an affiliation with an 
academic or other institution? 

Websites are often authored by 
institutions, associations, or 
government agencies. 











 









Who?
 

Look for background 
information on the author 

or authoring agency.  

What credentials do they 
have?   





Who? 

If you are looking at the subpage of a website, you 
may need to "cut back" the URL to get to the main 

page. 





Why?
 

Is the purpose for the site stated?


Read the mission 
statement or 

About Us section 
if there is one. 




Why?
 

Is the purpose to inform? 

These sites may contain 
facts and figures meant to 
explain a topic. 



 
 


Why?
 

Is the purpose to persuade?
 
Does it include a call to action?


These sites may present 
arguments on issues that 
are controversial and 
may lend themselves to 
more than one point of 
view. 




How?
 

Does the website explain how the authors 
collected or analyzed the material they're 

presenting?


Did they do their own data collection 
and analysis or are they reporting on 

work done by others?


Is statistical data 
properly documented? 
Check to make sure 
outside sources are 
properly attributed. 
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